MARKET REPORT

MIB KEEPS
CONTROL OF TV
RATINGS

TRAI recommendationsfind spacein the new
framework, but the regulator’srequest for a
formal role has not been accepted. The development
reinforces M1B’s administrative control over
television audience measurement.

TheMinistry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB)
has incorporated some recommendations made by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI) ontelevision
ratings, but has declined the regulator’ srequest for aformal
institutional role under the newly notified Television Ratings
Policy, 2026.

According to peoplefamiliar
with the discussions, the ministry
conveyed that including TRAI as
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Thedistinction between recommendations and formal
authority is central to the issue. While the MIB has
considered TRAI’s policy inputs, the ministry has retained
responsibility for registration of rating agencies, audits,
compliance and enforcement under the new framework.
TRAI had argued that audience measurement fallswithinits
wider regulatory remit covering broadcasting and cable
services. Under the earlier framework, the regulator had
issued consultation papers and recommendations, whilefinal
policy and implementation powersremained withthe M1B.

Thelatest development comesat asignificant timefor
thetelevision industry, where audience measurement directly
influences advertising revenues, channel positioning, media
planning and commercial negotiations. The MIB’s position
effectively separates policy consultation from institutional
control. TRAI’s recommendations can continue to inform
the framework, but the formal authority over television
ratings remainswith the ministry.

The issue could gain further importance as the new
policy movesinto implementation and stakehol ders assess
how the revised ratings architecture operatesin practice.®
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